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Various Meaning of Monuments to Pray for Life in Water

Seki Izumr * !

Abstract

From ancient, Japanese have held memorial services called kuyo for every object which are concerning in their daily life.
And life in water are without exception. The reason is that sprits dwell in every object, which is showing the Buddhism-
Animism or the original recognition, in Japanese culture, of nature and life.

The research works on relation between life in water and Japanese have been studied so far. In 2010, the questionnaire
to build up the database on memorial monuments and memorial festivals were carried out for fishermen' s cooperative
associations and fishery organizations in the whole country, and it was turned out that the 222 memorial monuments and the
184 memorial festivals were existing. Furthermore, as the results of continuing site investigations and collection of
documents and information through internetworks, the 1,141 memorial monuments were confirmed in the country in 2011.

As a result of the study on those kuyo, it is found out that kuyo have several characters such as the carried rules which
are not only mourning the death of bloodshed creature and expressing their gratitude to the grace, but also praying richly
catch and safety fishing hereafter, and recording the results of catch and details of extending to kuyo in the districts in the
inspection of memorial monuments. Especially, it is considered that the character of making subject of the districts and
inviting visitors is adding in kuyo which started in recently.

In this paper, the meanings of kuyo on creature in water are arranged on the case studies carried out up to this time.
And also, the new meanings for recent kuyo which are adding characters of regional development and sightseeing are
discussed briefly.

Keywords: Monuments to Pray for Life in Water, Field Work, The Original Recognition of Nature and Life, Regional
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Fig.1 Total monuments in each prefecture
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Fig.2 The percentage of the number of Monuments from each period
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