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Current Trends in University Students’ Media Usages and Effects of
Media Education: A Report through the Results of Questionnaire Surveys in
“Media Literacy” in 2013

Takato Ozawa, Keiko Nopa

Abstract

As information and communication technology highly advances in contemporary
society, media education has become more and more important in every educational
institution, from elementary schools to universities. This requires us to evaluate me-
dia education in terms of its effectiveness and efficiency in order to find a better way
of carrying it out. For this purpose, a research project was conducted during a course
of “Information Literacy” in the 2013 spring semester in the Department of Tourism at
Tokai University. In this research project, questionnaire surveys were carried out in
the first and last classes, so that teaching effectiveness could be quantitatively evaluat-
ed. Based on the results of these surveys, this article aims to show how young people
use media tools, including smartphones, personal computers, and social network ser-
vices in their everyday lives, and in what ways university students improve their me-
dia skills through educational programs of “Information Literacy”. This article argues
that the findings of the survey can be used to reveal a more effective method of media
education.
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