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The Study of the Travel Culture of the School Functions and Community

in an Elementary School Observed from School Journals :
with the Showa period prior to and during the Pacific War as the subject

Takashi Ota

Abstract

The School trip can be considered as a kind of “rite of passage” which most
Japanese people have experienced in their adolescence, so it can be deemed as an
essential theme when considering the general attitude of the mind of Japanese people
toward traveling.

As “The effects of school trips in the first half of the Showa period on the
formation of the Japanese perception of pleasure trips/travel behavior” is the basic
and continuous theme for this series of studies, and as its first study part of “The
activity of the receiving side of the pre-war school trip to the Grand Shrine of Ise” has
already been published, this paper aims to analyze “The social background to
promote the school trip, which was an unusual experience for the children of pre and
mid War time” by clarifying the relationship between “the school” and “the
community”, based upon the study of the historical materials of the elementary school
including school journals at that time.

Through this study, it was proven that a dense relation had existed between the
two, and thus these relationships influenced greatly the formation of regional cultural
lifestyle at that time.
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