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Sustainable forest management and tourism
in the Montreal Process report, Japan

Nobuhiko Tanaka, Toshiro Iehara, Ken Sugimura, Asako Miyamot o and Toshiya Mat suura

Abstract

This study gives an overview on the relationship between sustainable forest
management and sustainable tourism through the discussion on criteria and
indicators in the recent Montreal Process reports. The main issues in this study are
the following: 1) discussion on the roles of recreation/tourism criteria and indicators
among the whole criteria and indicators in the Montreal Process, and 2) discussion on
the direction of sustainable forest management study in terms of recreation/tourism.
As a result, it was pointed out that criteria and indicators of forest recreation/ tourism
in the Montreal Process should be based on criteria one to five, particularly on
criterion three: ‘Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality’. Additionally, it
was pointed out that criteria and indicators concerning recreation/tourism were
mainly described in the indicator ‘Recreation and Tourism (6.4)’ such as ‘area and
share of forests for recreation and tourism’, ‘visitor numbers’ and ‘number of
facilities’. However, indicators closely related to forest recreation/tourism were also
found in other criteria. For instance, indicators on legal and institutional aspects were
found in the criterion 7, such as legislation and policy on forests (7.1a),
interdisciplinary corporation (7.2a), due process (7.3b), and public participation
(7.5a). In addition, indicators relating to forest ecosystem services, i.e. supply/cultural
service, were found in several criteria, such as protected areas by forest ecosystem
type (1.1b), mushrooms, berries/nuts, edible-wild-plant picking (2e) and forest-based
environmental services (6.1c, 6.2a). Therefore, we can conclude that we have to read
the document carefully throughout and analyze the relationship among indicators for
sustainable recreational use in Japan on local to national scales.
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