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Hiroshi IGARASHI

Abstract

Melville molded three layers of meanings embedded in the Memnon Stone, which is shaped like a huge egg or an eye or
a petrified whale. The first and natural implication of the stone is a headstone of innocence symbolizing the dead, innocent
soul of Pierre. Secondly, it is a metaphor of “EIl,” the pamphlet’s title, whose intrinsic and core meaning is “If.” The third
connotation insinuatingly chiseled in is Solomon’s and Melville’s view of life and the world, “All is vanity.”

Melville described in Pierre “the problems of the human heart in conflict with itself” as Faulkner phrased, but Melville’s
depictions of those problems were artistic byproducts of his pursuit of Gorgonian jealousy lurking at the bottom of the human

heart.
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